THE PROTOCOLS OF Tif? ELDERS OF ZION 


Today I propose to considex the most famous and influential of 
all antisemitic forgeries, the so-called Protocols of the Didiers of Zion. 
Now these Protocols consist of lectures or notes for lectures in which 
a member of the secret Jewish government, known as the Elders of Zion, 
is supposed to expound a plot to achieve world-domination. In the 
standard version the separate Protocols,or lectures, or chapters are 
twentyfour in number and together they fill a booklet; in the standard 
British edition about one hundred small pages. The gist isn't easy to 
summarize because the style is extraordinarily turgid and diffuse, and 
the argunent is as tortuous and illogical as could be. Nevertheless, 
with perseverance one can distinguish three main themes: there isa 
critique of liberalism; then there is an analysis of the various methods 
by which world-domination is to be achieved by the Jews; and then there 
is a description of the world-state which is to be established in the end. 
These themes are interwoven in a most confusing manner, but if one insists 


on reducing the argument to some sort of order it comes out as follows. 


The Elders of Zion base their calculations on a particular view of 
politics. As they see it, political liberty is only an idea - admittedly 
it is an idea which has great attraction for the masses, but an idea 
which can never be translated into reality. And liberalism, which attempts 
to translate political liberty into reality, merely produced chaos; 
because people are incapable. of governing themselves, they don't know their 
own minds, they are easily deceived, they can't really make rational 
choices. Now things were quite different when the aristocracy ruled. The 
aristocracy deserved to have liberty because it used it for the general 
good. But aristocracy belongs to the past and the liberal order which has 
succeeded it simply can't last and inevitably must lead to despotism. Only 
a despot can ensure order in society. Moreover, there are far more evil 
men in the world than good men, and therefore force is the only appropriate 


means of government. Might fs riceht: but in the modern world the basis 
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of might is the control of capital. Today it is gold that rules the world. 


Over a period of many centuries a plot has been in operation 
to place all political power firmly in the hands of those who alone are 
qualified to use it properly - and that means in the hands of the Elders 
of Zion. Much has already been achieved but the plot hasn't yet reached 
fruition. Before the Elders can establish their rule over the whole world 
the existing Gentile states, which are already seriously undermined, must 
be finally abolished; and the Elders have a very precise idea as to how 
this is to be accomplished. 

In the first place everything possible must be done, in each existing 
state, to foster discontent and unrest. Fortunately the very nature of 
liberalism makes this easy. Already, by encouraging the incessant chatter 
with which parliaments fill their days, the Elders are helping to produce 
complete mental confusion in the populace. The very existence of a 
multiplicity of political parties helps. This increases the confusion in 
the popular mind and the Elders encourage this confusion by secretly 
Supporting all these political parties. And then the Elders will also 
exert themselves to alienate the people from their rulers. In particular 
they will keep the workers in perpetual unrest by, on the one hand, 
sympathazing with their grievances while, on the other hand, contriwing to 
raise the cost of living, so that the grievances grow and grow. 

Within each state authority must be discredited. ‘The aristocracy is 
to be finally eliminated by heavy taxation on land. And then presidential 
regimes are to be instituted in the place of monarchies and this will 
enable the Elders to make their own puppets into presidents; preferably 
they will choose men with some discreditable episode in their past lives, for 
this will make them easier to control. #reemasonary and all secret societies 
must be penetrated and turned into mere tools of the Elders; if any 
Freemason shows signs of resistance he must be secretly executed. Industry 
must be concentrated into giant monopolies, so that all Gentile fortunes. can 


be destroyed together at the moment when the Elders decide to confiscate thé 


= 


And what of international affairs? Relations between states are to be 


bedevilled. National differences are to be emphasized until international 
understanding becomes impossible. Armaments are to be perpetually 
increased and there must be frequent wars. And yet these wars must never 
bring any obvious gains to either side but only ever greater economic chaos. 
Ana meanwhile there will be a steady undermining of Gentile morality. 
Gentiles are to be encouraged to become atheists and to indulge in every 
kind of luxury, licence, and depravity. How is this to be achieved? 

The Elders have an answer: they are already placing chosen tutors and 
governesses as their agents in Gentile homes. Drunkawess and prostitution 
must be vigorously fostered. 

“Now the Gentiles recognize that their plot may yet be obstructed by the 
Gentiles, but they are sure that they can overcome all resistance. They 
can, for instance, use the common people to overthrow the rulers. In order 
to do this they will reduce the masses to starvation level and then work 
them up to a point at which they will revolt simultaneously in all countries 
and all under the complete control of the Elders; and these masses in 
revolt will destroy all private property, except, of course, the private 
property owned by Jews. Again, if any nation shows signs of resisting the 
will of the Blders, the Elders will organize a war against it. And if by 
any chance the whole of Europe should unite against the Elders, they will 
still be able to call on the cannon of America, and China, or Japan. 

But there is another method of compulsion: there are the underground 
pita hens have been devised with the soul purpose of insuring a 
that the Biders will be able to meet any serious opposition by blowing whole 
capital cities sky high. After this, any surviving remnants of opposition 
can aléys be inoculated with frightful diseases. Even the possibility 

that the Jews might themselves become refractory has been foreseen; the 


Jews can be intimidated by stimulating outbreaks of antisemitism. 


And so the Elders, surveying the contemporary scene, see grounds for 
confidence. Already they can claim to have destroyed religious faith, 
and especially Christian faith. The Jesuits have been brought low; the 
Papacy is defenceless and can at any moment be destroyed. Prestige of 


secular rulers is also already on the decline, for assinmsinations and threats 
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of assassination have made them afraid to appear in public except with a 


guard. Neither rulers nor aristocrats can any more command the allegiance 
of the common people. Economic disorder is already far advanced. 

Cunning financial manipulations have produced depressions and enormous 
national debts, and everywhere the gold standard has produced national ruin. 
The time must soon come when the Gentile states will be reduced to 

desperation, and then they will be only too glad to hand over all control 

to the Llders. And indeed the Elders have already established the foundation 
of their future rule, for they have set up, in the place of the old 
eristocracy, plutocracy or the rule of gold, and the gold is controlled by 
them. Education is also firmly in their hands, and here their baleful 
influence is shown by the invention of teaching by visual media; the 
purpose of this technique is simpl} to turn the Gentiles into ‘unthinking 
submissive beasts, waiting for things to be presented before their eyes in 
order to form an idea of them’. But above all, the Elders already control 
politics and politicians:%% all parties, from the most conservative to the 
wost radical, are in reality simply their tools. Hiding behind Freemasonry, 
the Elders have already penetrated all state secrets; and as governments 
well know, they have the power to create political order or disorder as 

they wish. After centuries of struggle, and at the cost of thousands of 
Gentile lives, and even of many Jewish lives, the Elders are perhaps within 
a century of the final attainment of their goal. 

That goal is the Messianic Age, when the whole world will be united 
in a single religion, Judaism, and will be ruled over by a Jewish sovereign 
of the House of David. This age is dévinely ordained, for God has chosen 
the Jews to dominate the world; but this age will also have a very definite 
political structure. “ociety will be organized in such a way as to take 
full account of the reality of human inequality. The masses will be kept 
right away from politics; both their education and their press will be 
designed to prevent them from developing any political interests whatever. 
All publications will be strictly censored and freedom of speech and 


association will be stringently curtailed. History will be taught only 
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as a way of stressing the difference between past cnaos and present order, 
the successes of the new world-empire will be perpetually contrasted with 
the political weaknesses and failures of the old Gentile governments. 
Everyone will be spied upon. A vast secret police will be recruited from 
all strata of the population ABUXHKXMUKKXH¢XA/XABELKYRSXLERHAAL UAB XETK 

and it will be an absolute obligation for every citizen to report any 
criticism of the regime. Seditious agitation will be treated as a crime 
like theft or murder. Liberalism will be utterly extirpated and un- 
questioning obedience will be demanded from all. Liberty will, admittedly, 
be promised for some future time but it will never be granted. 

On the other hand everything will be done to ensure the efficient 
functioning of society. Unemployment will be abolished and taxation will 
be proportionate to wealth, Education will be designed to train the 
young for the particular station in life for which each is destined. 
Drunkenness will be severely discouraged; and so will independence of 
thought. 

All this will help to keep the masses quiet and contented, and, 
moreover, their rulers will set a very good example. The laws will be clea 
and unalterable; judges will be incorruptible and infallible. All the Jewi: 
leaders will show themselves able, and efficient, and penevelant Above ai’ 
the sovereigh will be a man of exemplary character; unsuitable heirs will 
be ruthlessly set aside. The Jewish ruler will seem to go freely among 
the people and few will realize that he is surrounded by security police. 
His private life will be shows reproach, he will bestow no favours on his 
relatives, he will possess no property. He will work constantly at his 
task of government. The result will be a world without violence or 
injustice, in which true well-being will be enjoyed by all. The peoples 
of the earth will rejoice in being so well governed; and so the kingdom 


of Zion will endure. 


Such then are the contents of the famous Protocols of the Elders of 


Zione Now you might think that the thing is such obvious nonsense 
that nobody in his senses could ever have taken it seriously, but this 
was by no means the case. As we sldd1 see the earliest versions of 
the Protocols are all in Russian, but this booklet: became influential only 
when it came out of Russia into the Western tiie » This was in 1920 
and very quickly the work was dvansiated into German, English, French, 
Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, Rumanian, Hungarian, Lithuanian, 
Polish, Bulgarian, Italian, Greek, Japanese and Chinese. In fact one can 
say that. in the 1920's, the Protocols was probably: the cfatiy) opr untae 
book in the world after the Bible. The drive behind this very wide-spread 
distribution of the Protocols came from certain White Russian reLugeess 
notably former officers in the White Russian armies during the Russian 
civil war. In 1919 typewritten copies in various languages began to 
circulate amongst the delegates at the Peace Gentorenve: They also 
began to appear on the desks of Cabinet Ministers and’ pivil servants in 
London, Paris, Rome and Washington. ‘The aim of this manoeuyre was to 
persuade the governments of the various powers to eonbiaks and intensify 
their armed intervention against Soviet Russia. The ‘object wits to make 
it seem that the Russian Revolution was simply the result of # Jewish 
plot ~ the plot, in fact, described in the Protocols. The point\is that 
all kinds of objections could be raised against intervening in a genuine 
civil war, but if the conflict in Russia were no civil war but simply the 
unfolding of an international Jewish plot to subjugate the Russian people, 
then surely intervention was altogether justified. And crazy aa the. 
argument may seem noW, it appears to have had some effect on governmental 
policies at the time. ? | 
The appeal of the Protocols in the920"s ie pe understood 

except against the background of the first world war beth the Russian 
Revolution. These two events coued such widespread disorientation 

\ 


that people simply had to find some explanation for them, and many / 


people found this in the hypothesis of a vase and practically omnipotent 


foment 


Jewish conspiracy. And it should not be thought that the Protocols 
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appealed only to the lunatic fringe. lIven in| this country,| where 


antisemitism had never in modern times taken the virulent form familiar 
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‘on the continent, they were taken seriously in quarters that might have 


been expected to know better. 

Here, the first edition of the Protocols appeared in 1920 and 
on Sth May of that year The Times devoted a long arttcle to the book. It 
pbinted out that i work prbktsred=tr-1005—hieH foretold in an 
uncanny way the situation of the world, and particularly of Russia, in 1920. 
An impartial investigation was necessary, for else how could such a work 
fail to rouse the worst suspicions? And indeed a sombre paragraph 
reveals what suspicions were already afflicting The Times itself. I quote: 
"What are these Protocols? Are they authentic? If so, what malevolent 
assembly concocted these plans, and gloated over their exposition? 
Are they a forgery? If so, whence comes the uncanny note of prophecy, 
prophecy in parts fulfilled, in parts far gone in the way of fulfilment? 
Have we been struggling these tragic years to blow up and extirpate the 
secret organization of German world dominion only to find beneath it 
another, more dangerous because more secret? Have we, by straining every 
fibre of our national body, escaped a ‘Pax Germanica’ only to fall into 
a 'Pax Judawica'? The Elders of Zion, as represented in their Protocols, 
are by no means kinder taskmasters than William II and his henchmen would 
have been." 

A few months later, in the summer of 1920, the Mornins: Post published 
a series of eighteen articles expounding the full meaning of the Protocols. 
It announced that the conspiracy against civilization did not finish with 
the defeat of Germany, for behind the scenes there was a certain 'formidable 
sect" which had been using the Germans for their own end instead of being 
used by them; and when Germany fell and German money disappeared, the 
conspiracy still went on. Signs of this conspiracy were not hard to find. 
Who could doubt for instance that the assassination in 1909 of an eminent 


member of the Indian civil service, though carried out in London by an 


Indian, had really been engineered in Paris by a German woman and a handsome 


Jewess, who, owing to the combined support of Jewry and of continental 
Freemasonry, wielded immense power? For, of course, at the heart of the 
whole world Gonspiracy were the Jews, and religious Jews at that. The 
Morning Post concluded the fundamental notion of a formidable sect is 
the destruction of Christianity and of all religion except the Jewishe 
By the autumn of 1920 even the staid Spectator produced an editorial 
recommending that a Royal Commission should be appointed to enquire into the 
question of whether British Jews were in fact part of a world-wide 
conspiracy under Jewish leadership. "Should the answer be in the affirmative", 
the Speacator said, "we shall be justified in moving with EMK great caution 
in our admission of Jews to the fullest ranks of citizenship. We must 
drag the conspirators into the open; tear off their ugly masks; show 
the world how ridiculous as well as how dangerous are such pests of societ}." 
In the United States Henry Ford's newspaper The Dearborn Independent 
published a long sactne oe articles from May to October in 1920 which forms 
an American counterpart to the effort of the Morning Post, and in November 
of that year these articles were republished in a book called The Internationa! 
Jew: the world's foremeost problem. The Deatborn Independent had a circulation 
of 300,000. As for he International Jew, thanks to a big publicity 
campaign and the prestige of Ford's name, it made a powerful impact, 
particularly among the rural population. For, just as in Europe, the myth 
of the Jewish world-conspiracy was most attractive to people who were deeply 
attached to the traditional ways and values of the countryside, and deeply 
disoriented by modern civilization. Half a million copies of the book were 
put into circulation in the United States. Moreover it was translated into 
German, Russian and Spanish, and in due course a shortened version of it 
was to become a stock item of propaganda. All in all The International Jew 
probably did more than any other work to _ the Protocols world famous. 
Still greater, much greater, was the success of the Protocols in 
Germany. The book was first published there in mid-January 1920, ina 


deluxe edition financed by German conservatives. and also, it seems, by 
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certain members of the deposed Hohenzollern dynasty. Very soon General 


Ludend@orff came out as a champion of the Protocols. 

The book quickly became something of a best seller. It was reprinted 
twice within a month of publication and another three times before the end 
of 1920. Sales quickly reached 120,000 copies. The book certainly did 
much to foster the Nazi madness already under the democratic and liberal 
regime of the Weimar Xepublic. This for instance, is what a Jewish 
observer found in theearly 1920's: "In Berlin I attended several meetings 
which were entirely dewoted to the Protocols. The speaker was usually 
a professor, a teacher, an editor, a lawyer, of someone of that kind. ‘The 
audience consisted of members of the educated class, civil servants, 
tradesmen, former officers, ladies, above all students, students of all 
faculties and years of seniority. Passions were whipped up to boiling- 
point. There, in front of one, in the flesh, was the cause of all ills - 
those who had made the war and brought avout the defeat and engineered the 
revolution, those who had conjured up all our suffering. This enemy was 
quite close by, he could be caught by our hands, and yet he was the enemy 
who slunk about in the darkness, one eljidered to think what secret designs 
he was harbouring. I observed the students. A few hours earlier they had 
perhaps been exerting all their mental energy in a seminar under the guidance 
of a world-famous scholar, in an effort to solve some legal or philosophical 
problem. Now young blood was boiling, eyes flashed, fists clenched, hoarse 
voices roared applause or vengeance. Sometimes a speech from the floor 
was permitted; whoever dared to express a slight doubt was shouted down, 
often insulted and threatened. If I had been recognized as a Jew, I doubt 
whether I would have got away without physical injury. But German scholarship 
allowed belief in the genuineness of the Protocols and in the existence of 
a Jewish world-conspiracy to penetrate ever more deeply into all the educated 
sections of the German population." 

Then in August 1921 The Times unmasked the Protocols as a forgery. 

It published a lengthy despatch from its correspo dent in what was then 


Constantinople, in which it was revealed that the Protocols were largely 
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copied from a pamphlet against Napoleon III and dated 1865. The 


correspondent had received from a Russian refugee in Constantinople a 
ati French book which bore on its back the name 'Joli', and this work bore many 
very striking resemblances, extending over whole passages, to the Protocols. 
= The Times put its staff to work in the British Museum and quickly identified 
the book as the Dialogue aux Enfers entre Montesquieu et Machiavel, which 


had been written by a French lawyer called Maurice Joly and first published 
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ie in Brussels in 1864. 

a The forger of the Protocols had plagiarized this French work shamelessly. 
In all over 160 passages from the Protocols, totalling two-fifths of the 
entire text, are clearly based on passages of Joly. In nine of the chapters 
the borrowings amount to more than half the text, in some they amount to 
three-quarters, and in one, almost the entire text. Moreover even the 
arrangement of the chapters is much the same. The twentyfour chapters of 
the Protocols forming roughly the twentyfive of the Dialogue aux Enfers. 

Where had this forgery come from? The Times correspondent mentioned 
“S4 that the Joly book had formerly belonged to a member of the Tsarist secret 

~ police, the Okhrana. And indeed when the history of the earlier editions 
of the Protocols came to be ltoked into, it was found that they dated as 
far back as 1903. The very first edition of all had appeared in aa 

_ St. Petersburg newspaper, edited by a man called Krushevan who was a 
es professional instigator of pogroms. Just a few months after he had 
=i instigated a particularly bloody pogrom at Kishinev in Bessarabia, where 45 
Jews were killed and 500 injured, and some 1,300 Hewish houses and shops 
were destroyed - just after this - he Sree the first edition of the 
Be ential ‘tn his i Rowopaer, “ealiod Basia namye e The ‘Banhér)y) “ae Fiset Waivion 
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they were edited by an associate of Krushevan, a man called Butmi, who 


together with Krushevan helped build up the extreme right-wing organization 


- known as the Black Hundreds, which employed armed squads of toughs to assassina’ 
he a | 
“7 progressive politicians and dss to massacre Jews. ‘The first editions of the 


Protocols appeared under the title The Root of our Troubles, The Enemies 


of the Human Race. They were cheap pamphlets for mass distribution, and 


were certainly intended to help the pogroms. Also in 1905 there appeared 
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| a deluxe edition of the Protocols from a mystical writer called Sergey 
Nilus. It formed part of a book called The Great in the Samll: Antichrist 


considered as an ein pene political possibility. Reon was the edi fion.. 
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Years site: it was discovered who} 
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forweryi This agaiv was a Russian, a man*'called Rachkovsky who was head of the 


Pifes. Okhrana, the Tsarist secret police outside Russia. The forgery was almost 
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much doubt whether you willhave the Slightest siaeivtven about him, for 


nothing HB%KK in his appearance reveals his sinister function. Fat, 
restless, always with a smile on his lips... he looksm more like some 
genial, jolly fellow on a spree... but he is the most skilful operator to 

be found in the ten capitals of Europe." A Russian compatriot gave his 
impression in equally striking terms: "His slightly too ingratiating manner 
and his suave way to speaking = which made one think of a great feline 


carefully concealing its claws = only dimmed for a moment my clear perception 


MAR 


of his firm will, his profound devotion ... to the interests of imperial 
Russia." Rachkovelcy held his position as head of the Russian secret police 
outside Russia for 18 years = from 1884 to 1902 - and he was brilliantly 
= Sugecessful. He organized a network of agencies in France and Switzerland, 
ae London and Berlin, and as a result he was able to keep a close check on the 
= activities of Russian revolutionaries and terrorists. His main concern was 
to cope with revolutionaries who had taken refuge abroad, and one of his 
favourite methods of doing this was to forge documents which he attributed 
at to them, and which then sowed alarm and despondency both in the ranks of the 
revolutionaries themselves and amongst the general public in Russia. He also 
did much to develop a technique which the Nazis were to employ on a massive 


scale half a century later. This was to present the whole progressive movement 
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of discrediting the Russian revolutionary movement, and that he planted 


in on the half-crazy Sergey Nilus. 
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Some of you may wonder why,Pussia should bulk so large in this story. 


The fact is that in the late nineteenth century, antisemitism was altogether 
a very much nore serious business in Russia than in eny of the countries 
of Western or Central Europe. Various circumstances combined to bring 
this aboute Russia was in outlook etill largely a medieval country where 
Jews were traditionally exposed to the same kind of religiously motivated 
hatred as they had had to endure in medieval Europe. Russia was also the 
last absolute monarchy in Europe, and as such the greatest stronghold of 
opposhtion to the liberalizing, democratizing tendencies associated with 
the french Revolution. And as it happened Russia was also the country which 
had the largest Jewish population, both absolutely and relatively. “ome 
five million Jews, or:about a third of all the Jews in the world, lived in 
the so-called ‘pale’ of Jewish settlement which was @ group of provinces 
extending from the Baltic to the Black Sea, and embraging much of what is 
now Poland. ‘they represented about five per cent of the total Russian 
population and a much larger proportion in the areas to which they were 
restricted. These Russian Jews were by no means newcomers. Mostly they 
were descended from Jews who were driven out of Germany and France in the 
later middle ages, and had settled in Poland. In the Crimea Jews had been 
settled since Ronian times. But compared with the Jews of Western Europe, 
Russian Jews did form a very closed, distinctive, unassimilated minority. 
They lived seperate from the Russians, dressed differently, spoke and wrote 
Yiddish in preference to Russian. Many were passionately attached to the 
Jewish religion in its strictest form. ‘hey were on the whole miserably 
poor, but they included enough traders and money lenders to incur the 
resentment of their Russian rivals in the towns, and tHe hatred and envy of 
the down-trodden Russian peasantry. r 

Jews were always subject to sever economic, residential and educational 
restrictions. Throughout the nineteenth century they were hashauad oie 
persecuted by the government. Persectuion was, however, much intensified 
when the relatively liberal Tsar Alexander II was assassinated in 1881, 
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Both Alexander III and his son Nicholas II - the last ‘sar ~ were 1anavioar 


antisemiteds and during their reigns everything possible was done with 

every official encouragement to clear Russia of Jews. ‘the persecution was 

carried out partly by administrative measures - for instance expelling the 

Jews from the rural areas,while preventing them from finding employment in 

the towns ~ and partly by officially sponsored pogroms. These methods 

were so successful that at some periods Russian Jews were emigrating at the 

rate of one hundred thousand a year - mostly to the United States| of dnaetival 

These developments were accompanied by a spate of antisemitic propaganda. 

This was a time when the Russian auteracy was beginning to encounter active 

political opposition, notably from olandestine terroristic groups. The 

authorities were determined at all costs to mask the fact that there were 

real Russians <- and educated ones at that - who so hated the autocracy 

that they were prepared to assassinate its representatives. And so they 
pretended that all opposition to the regime, and particularly all terrorism, 

was the work of thopewish world-conspiracy.e This was, I may say, not because 

Jews had any real part in the original terroristic movement ofthe 1860's and 
1570's. On thdcontrary, it was largely because of the intensified persecution 

which began in the 1880's, that a small minority of Jews eventually joined 

the revolutionary movement, and particularly the social democratic party 

which later spread into the rival factions of Mensheviks and Bolsheviks. 

And even this small minority consisted of course not of Jews, in the 

religious sense, but of people of Jewish descent who had broken with Judaism 
and with the traditional community. But from the point of view of the police, 
they presented the whole revolutionary movement as a tool in thehands of - 
incredible as it may seem ~ adherants of the Jewish religion. This was the 
story which they put out in their propaganda, and no doubt many of them came 
to believe it themselves. This was the background for the a of the Protocol 

Next week in my lust talk we shall see how the Protocols which had started 
their career as a tool in ww hands of the Black Hundreds around the turn of 
ah" 


the century, were taken by Hitler and permeated his thinking, and thereby 


contributed to the attempted extermination of the European Jews in the 
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